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Margaret
Feinberg
About

A popular speaker at churches, colleges, women’s retreats, and leading conferences 
such as Fusion, LeadNow, Catalyst, and National Pastors Convention, Margaret 
Feinberg invites people to discover the relevance of God and his Word in a modern 
world. Audiences love her ability to connect the practical with the spiritual.

Recently named by Charisma magazine one of the “30 Emerging Voices” who will 
help lead the church in the next decade, and by Christian Retailing as one of the “40 
Under 40” who are shaping Christian publishing, Margaret has written more than a 
dozen books including the critically acclaimed The Organic God (Zondervan) as well 
as a dozen Bible studies including The Organic God DVD Bible Study Kit.

Margaret currently lives in Morrison, 
Colorado, with her 6′8″ husband, Leif. When 
she’s not writing or traveling, she enjoys 
anything outdoors. She says some of her 
best moments are spent communicating with 
readers and leaders online.

So if you want to put a smile on her face, go 
ahead and drop her a line:

Margaret Feinberg
PO Box 441
Morrison, Colorado 80465

e-mail: Margaret@margaretfeinberg.com
on the web: www.margaretfeinberg.com
add Margaret Feinberg as a friend on 
facebook.com
www.myspace.com/margaretfeinberg 
blog: www.margaretfeinberg.blogspot.com
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As I grow in my relationship with God, I find that he often uses the repetition of a 
phrase, word or idea represented in Scripture not only to get, but also to keep my 
attention. I call those moments “sacred echoes.” 

More and more, I’m finding that I need the sacred echo—the persistent voice of God—
almost as if my life depended on it. The sacred echo reminds me he has not departed, 
he is steadfast, and he has not given up on me. If truth be told, as I grow older, I’m 
finding I need more certainty—not less—in responding to God’s prompting in my life. 
Faith is not just moving forward when God seems far off. Faith is sometimes waiting 
until he is near to take the first step.

I am now taking one of those steps. In The Sacred Echo DVD Bible Study, I am going 
to share some of my most intimate prayers with you; those people, places and things 
I pray for steadily, sometimes with no reply, as well as those tender words I hear God 
echoing in my life time and time again. To be completely honest with you, sharing these 
prayers scares me. The fear isn’t so much that you’ll think I’m crazy, because at some 
point, I am confident you will!

My real fear is in being laid bare. Prayer is the place where I’m invited to present 
the parts of myself that no one else sees to a God who already knows and loves me 
anyway. 

You see, for me, my relationship with God is one of the most personal things I have. 
The tenderness of his presence. The longing to linger with him. The love that grips my 
heart and won’t let go. I am in love—that I won’t deny. As in any serious love affair, 
some things are meant to be kept just between the two of you. The problem is that 
for months now I’ve been sensing this consistent nudge to share some of the things 
I’m discovering about God. This holy prodding has become so loud and clear through 
conversations, sermons, and books that even my husband, Leif, can hear it. Though I 
feel like I’m walking in obedience, I still can’t shake the fear of transparency because 
the words God speaks to my heart expose me like no other. 

Through the book, The Sacred Echo, as well as this Bible study, I am expectant that 
the Spirit will further illuminate his presence in your life. You will hear his voice. You will 
feel his gentle prodding. You will find rest in the love he sings over you. 

My prayer is that you will begin to discover God’s voice in your life not just as a whisper 
but also as an echo, and that you’ll experience a contagious spiritual awakening that 
can only come from knowing God.

Blessings, 
Margaret

Letter to 
Readers



session .001

Echoes
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for starters
Think about the word “Echo.” What immediately comes to mind? 
In what kinds of places have you heard echoes? 

 

On the scale below, how easy or difficult would you say it is to 
recognize God’s voice in your life? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
Easy                  Moderate                        Difficult 

video notes
James 5:17-18: Elijah praying for rain.

Genesis 18: Abraham praying for Sodom and Gomorrah. 

1 Samuel 15: Samuel praying after Saul’s failure. 

Daniel 6: Daniel prayed three times a day despite the king’s forbidding. 

“I find that God often uses the repetition 
of a phrase or word or idea represented 
in Scripture not only to get, but also to 
keep my attention.”
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Luke 18: 1-8: The persistent widow.

Real-life story: David & Sherry

1 Kings 19:9-12: Elijah stands in the presence of the Lord.

Acts 17:11: The Bereans examine Scripture.

discussion & study
What aspects of prayer come easily to you? 

In the video, Margaret describes struggling to maintain a steady 
prayer life. Have you ever struggled to maintain a steady prayer 
life? If so, describe. What kinds of things keep you from praying 
on a regular basis? 
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Read Colossians 4:2, 1 Thessalonians 5:17 and Ephesians 6:18. 
With so many clear directives in the Bible that we are to pray 
continually, why do you think prayer remains such a mystery and 
challenge for so many people? In what ways does it remain a 
mystery and challenge for you? 

Margaret describes finding something that finally worked in her 
prayer life—creating a prayer list in the back of her Bible. Have 
you ever found anything that “worked” in your prayer life? Are 
you still using it in your prayer life? Why or why not? 

Read Luke 18:1-14. What do these back-to-back parables reveal 
about prayer? 

In the video, David and Sherry talked about the agony they 
went through with their daughter’s liver failure. And even after 
a transplant, when Tatum got cancer, they still wonder if God is 
listening. Do you have some unanswered prayer in your life?

What was the most encouraging part of David and Sherry’s story 
for you?

“God’s Word is like a 
megaphone to his people. 
We recognize his voice 
best when we spend time 
listening to what he has to 
say through Scripture on a 
daily basis.”
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Read 1 Kings 19:1-18. Have you ever had a rock-bottom Elijah-like 
moment when God met you and spoke life back into you? If so, 
describe. 

Do you think the repetitive nature of the wind, fire, and earthquake 
got Elijah’s attention? Why or why not? 

Has God ever used the repetitive nature of life or circumstance to 
get your attention? Explain. 

Read Acts 17:11. Why is it so important to hold Scripture as 
our foundation and standard for everything we think we may be 
hearing from God? 

What do each of the following passages reveal about how the 
Bible helps us? 

Psalm 119:9

Hebrews 4:12
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2 Timothy 3:16

Describe a time when you felt God used a passage from the Bible 
to speak into a situation in your life? What circumstances led to 
this? What eventually brought you to the reality that God speaks 
to us through His Word? 

Describe a time in life when you know that God heard and 
answered your prayer. 

In the space below, write a personal prayer to God inviting Him 
to speak to you, reveal Himself in new ways to you, and draw you 
closer to Himself. 

deeper walk
Option: Select at least one activity below to complete during the next 
week. 

—Begin praying for God to speak to you. Ask God to reveal Himself 
to you like He never has before. Ask Him to give you ears to hear 
and eyes to see the ways He is speaking to you. Be intentional about 
spending time in the Word this week.  

“The sacred echo 
reminds me he has 
not departed, 
he is steadfast, and 
he has not given up 
on me.”
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—Write Isaiah 40:8 on an index card and memorize it. Each day this 
week, pray that God confirms the truth of this verse in your own life. 

—Reflect on the ways in which you have heard from God in the past. Is 
there a certain pattern in your life or study that helps you connect with 
God best? If so, consider revisiting those disciplines. 

interact
 

Go online to www.margaretfeinberg.com and join the online discussion 
on the blog with others who are going through the study, The Sacred 
Echo. Introduce yourself. Ask Margaret Feinberg questions. Learn from 
other groups who have gone through the Bible study. 

taking it with you
Read exposed, and chapters 1 & 2 of The Sacred Echo book and work 
through the Getting Ahead section of Session Two before the next 
gathering.
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Prayer + MTV
Truthfully, everybody prays. Because when life comes crashing down 
around us … even unbelievers will throw out a “Help Me” prayer.  
  
You and your small group have an incredible opportunity to minister to 
unbelievers from you own living room.  
  
There’s an incredible ministry called NeedHim that is airing thought-
provoking commercials on TV networks like MTV. As a result, tens of 
thousands of viewers have already responded by phone to learn more 
about God.  
  
Bluefish TV has partnered with NeedHim to help find volunteers who 
are willing to answer phone calls or emails from those people looking 
to learn more about God. As a NeedHim volunteer, you can work out of 
your home with a phone line and internet connection. 
  
To discover how you and your church can join us right now to make a 
difference – check out www.rightnow.org



session .002

I Love You



15

for starters
Margaret says God steadily reminds her of the words: “I love 
you.” In what ways has God spoken those words to you? 

Why do you think God reveals His love in so many ways to us? 
What does this reveal about His character and who He is? 

video notes
Isaiah 43: 1-4: God is with us; He has redeemed us.

Genesis 1: It was very good.

Real-life story: Susan

Mark 12: 41-44: The widow’s love offering.

“When I love you is alive in 
my heart, I become freer to 
love others.”
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getting ahead 
Read Jeremiah 31:3. In what ways have you found this to be true? 
Do you think God will ever stop echoing “I love you”? Why or why 
not? 

Read Ephesians 2:4-7. In what ways is God’s love mind-boggling? 

Read John 13:34-35 and 1 John 2:10. Why is the command to love 
others so important? 

   

Margaret writes, “As far as my relationship with God, I sometimes 
feel like Dory in the animated movie Finding Nemo or Lucy (played 
by Drew Barrymore) in 50 First Dates. Wide-eyed and playful, I have 
chronic spiritual short-term memory loss. It’s almost as if each time 
God speaks, it’s just like the first time—even if he’s said something a 
dozen times before. I sit in wonder of God’s voice—in the depth, the 
resolution, and the awe of the encounter. Then, I stop long enough to 
think, ‘Hey, that sounds familiar! I think I’ve heard something like that 
before.’ I love you. Oh yeah! God really does love me!” 

In what ways do you resonate with what Margaret writes? Is there 
anything you disagree with? 

     

“When I love you is alive in 
my mind, I become better at 
expressing that love.”
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discussion & study
Read Isaiah 43:13. What particular phrases within this passage 
pop off the page to you? Why are they so intriguing, interesting, 
or meaningful? 

Margaret describes the first passage of Isaiah 43 as a type of 
spiritual anchor, a scripture that she returns to year after year. 
What scripture has been a type of spiritual anchor to you? What 
scripture is particularly meaningful to you? 

In the video, Margaret describes a time of living in “overdrive” 
with busy demands filling every day. Yet God used an unusual 
experience to get her attention and draw her heart back to His 
own. Has God ever used something unusual to remind you of the 
importance of your relationship with Him?

Margaret says, “When God says “I love you” it’s an invitation to a 
relationship. He echoes because he wants to be with us in thought and 
word and deed. The scripture says that in him we are to move and live 
and find our being, but that is impossible without a real connection to 
God. That’s why when you open the Bible, you’re hard pressed to read 
very long before encountering our bighearted God and his love. Why 
use 66 books and thousands of years of history to say three simple 
words? Because “I love you” is not just a slice of information, or a one-
time revelation, but an invitation to transformation.” 

In what ways have you found this invitation to be true in your own 
life? 
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I don’t feel God’s 
love at all

I feel consumed
by God’s love

In the video, Susan shares the story of her rebellious teen years, 
pregnancy, abortion, and abusive marriage. Her poor decisions 
and pain lead to feelings of shame, making her feel unlovable. 
She was able to pinpoint multiple events in her life that showed 
her that God still loved her. Have you ever felt unlovable? How 
has God shown you that He still loves you?

On the scale below, how would you rate the realness of God’s 
love in your life right now? 

1         2         3         4         5         6         7         8         9         10

Read Mark 12:41-44. In the video, Margaret says she now sees 
this story as more than a lesson in giving, but as a love story. In 
what ways do you agree with her assessment? In what ways do 
you disagree? 

How does truly knowing that you’re loved by God—not just giving 
mental assertion but allowing that love to flood your spirit, soul, 
mind and heart, transform you? How does it affect your attitudes? 
Your actions? The way you interact with others? 

In chapter two of The Sacred Echo book, Margaret describes God 
inviting her to “sing it again” in prayer? Why do you think God 
wants us to pray a prayer He’s heard a dozen times before? 

 “When I love you is alive in 
my life, I become a smidgen 
closer to being who God has 
called and created me to be.”
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Margaret writes, “Through prayer, I discover the darkness of my sin 
and recognize the brightness of God’s redemption and restoration. 
During prayer, my eyes shift from self-focus to God-awareness, and 
I find myself with a heavenly perspective that is not my own. Looking 
at life through God’s perspective changes everything. When my eyes 
are set on him, I discover a God who is not only bighearted but also 
outrageously generous, abundantly kind, and surprisingly talkative.” 

What changes do you notice in your own attitudes and 
perspectives when you pray? 

What steps can you take to increase the time you’re spending in 
prayer this week? 

deeper walk
Option: Select at least one activity below to complete during the next 
week.
 
—Take a moment and prayerfully reflect on some things you’ve been 
praying about. Have any answers slipped by you that you didn’t even 
notice? Sometimes God answers our prayers and in the busyness 
of life we forget that we asked in the first place. Spend some time 
thanking God for all He has done and is doing in your life as well as the 
lives of those around you. 

—Write Zephaniah 3:17 on an index card and memorize it. Each day 
this week, pray that God confirms the truth of this verse in your own 
life. 

—During the upcoming week, look for opportunities to share God’s 
love with other people in an act of service, a gift, or spending quality 
time with someone. Let “I love you” come alive in your heart by sharing 
that love in a practical way with those around you. 
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interact
Go online to www.margaretfeinberg.com and share a story of when you 
were fully aware of God’s love in your life. 

taking it with you
Read chapters 3 & 4 of The Sacred Echo book and work through the 
Getting Ahead section of Session Three before the next gathering.
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session .003
How Long?
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How Long?

for starters
On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate yourself when it comes 
to patience? Are there any particular situations which tend to 
increase your impatience? 

 

In those moments when you’re feeling impatient, have you 
discovered any practical things you can do to make yourself feel 
more patient? If so describe. 

video notes
Exodus 5:22: Moses questions God

Exodus 6:6-7: God’s promise

Exodus 10:3: Moses and Aaron ask Pharoh, “How long?”

Revelation 21 & 22: Alpha and Omega

“Waiting is woven into the 
fabric of history. God is waiting. 
Creation is waiting. Humankind 
is waiting. We are waiting for 
redemption, for everything to be 
put back in its proper place in 
relation to God.”
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Real-life story: Rich & Carol

Luke 2:36-38: Anna waited; fasting and praying.

getting ahead
Read Isaiah 64:4. In what ways have you found this verse to be 
true in your own life? 

According to each of the passages listed below, what is the 
reward of waiting on and hoping in God? 

Psalm 40:1

Isaiah 30:18

Isaiah 40:31

Can you think of a time when you waited on God and found these 
verses to be true in your own life? Explain. 

discussion & study
In the video, Margaret says that she has begun to recognize 
prayer as having three parts: one part speaking, one part 
listening, and one part waiting. Which “part” comes most easily to 
you? Which “part” is the most difficult for you? 



25

In the video, Rich and Carol share their struggle of chronic 
illness, injury, job loss and financial setbacks. After anger, doubts 
and frustration, Carol said, “I think of this long journey of waiting 
for God to change our circumstances. I think it wasn’t so much 
changing our circumstances as much as He wanted to change 
me.” How do you think Carol was changed? How would you feel 
in that situation?

Margaret says that for her waiting is the most difficult part. She 
describes struggling with “in-between” times—those moments 
right before the move, the job acceptance, or the next stage in 
life. When was the last time you were in an “in-between” time? 
Describe.  

Why do you think “in-between” times are so hard? How do “in-
between” times provide an opportunity to grow in your faith? 

Read Exodus 10:1-3. Margaret says that in her Bible’s translation 
the first one to ask “how long?” is God. Does it surprise you that 
God is concerned by the amount of time and displays of power 
that it takes to change Pharoh’s heart?

In The Sacred Echo, Margaret writes, “How long? That may seem 
like a strange question for the One who fixes epochs to ask, but I find 
those two words pulling against my soul and inviting me into a deeper 
relationship with God; they remind me that I am not alone. I do not just 
wait for God but with God. My heart longs for redemption, restoration, 
and reconciliation. I want sickness to be eliminated, peace throughout 
the earth, and the world to be put in proper order. As much as I desire 
these things, God desires them even more. When these two words 
come alive in my heart, I know God is still with me and still to be 
trusted.” 

“The worst part about 
in-between isn’t the 
uncertainty, discouragement, 
or frustration, but that 
sometimes I think God likes it 
when we’re there.”
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What does it mean to you to know that God is also waiting? 

In what ways can waiting make you more like Jesus? 

Read Luke 2:10-40. Make a list of everyone in this passage who 
had the opportunity to encounter Jesus after his birth. 

What do you imagine Simeon and Anna felt when they 
encountered Jesus? Do you think they felt it was worth the wait? 
Why or why not?

Read Psalm 62:1-6. According to this passage, what did the 
Psalmist know confidently about God in the midst of waiting?  

“When God asks, “How 
long?” he invites us to place 
the weight of the wait on 
him. He does not want us to 
wait alone, but rather to wait 
on him alone.”
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deeper walk
Option: Select at least one activity below to complete during the next 
week. 

—Keep track of your schedule this week. Pay attention to just how 
much time you spend waiting—in traffic, in line, in everyday life. What 
are you doing with that time? Look for opportunities to turn some of 
your waiting time into times of prayer or worship. 

—Write Psalm 62:5 on an index card and memorize it. Each day this 
week, pray that God fulfills this verse in your own life.  

—Spend an hour this week going through any old journals or diaries. 
Look for times in the past when you were waiting on God. What was 
the result? How does recognizing the times in the past when God has 
remained faithful or true change your perspective on things you’re 
waiting for now? Take time to thank God for his faithfulness. 

interact 
Go online to www.margaretfeinberg.com and share some of the 
lessons God has taught you through times of waiting. 

taking it with you
Read chapters 5 & 6 of The Sacred Echo book and work through the 
Getting Ahead section of Session Four before the next gathering.



session .004
You Follow Me
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You Follow Me

for starters
What types of situations tempt you to compare yourself to 
others? 

How do you usually feel about yourself after you compare 
yourself to someone else? 

Why is comparing ourselves to others so harmful? In what ways 
does it distort our perception of ourselves? Others? God? 

video notes
John 21: 1-22: Jesus appears and challenges disciples.

Luke 5: 1-11 Three years earlier – calls the disciples

Real-life story: Abby

“Don’t worry about the speed, 
productivity, or efficiency of 
others. Stay the course. They 
have their lane and you have 
yours. You need to follow me.”
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Psalm 37:4: Desires of our hearts

 getting ahead
Read John 21:15-22. Why do you think Peter turned around and 
looked at John? 

Does anything surprise you about Jesus’ response in verse 22? 

In chapter five, Margaret shares how God echoed the message 
“You follow me” while she was studying her Bible, running at a 
track, and swimming in a pool. Have you ever had God speak to 
you repetitively regarding a situation? If so, describe. 

Read John 6:1-26. Following the miraculous multiplication of 
the loaves and fishes, Jesus says that some people were simply 
following him for the miracles he did. Why is it important to follow 
Jesus not just based on what he does for us? 
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Margaret writes, “That’s one reason I find spending time in Scripture so 
important. The Bible is not to be seen as a single volume as much as a 
rich library for God’s children. As I spend time in his Word, studying the 
people, places, and passages, I expand the resources that the Holy 
Spirit can draw from in my life.” 

In what ways have you found this statement to be true? Why do 
you personally think it’s important to spend time in Scripture?

discussion & study
In the video, Margaret talks about moments of self-doubt that 
emerged when she began comparing herself to others. Have you 
fallen prey to the comparison trap? If so, describe. How did it 
make you feel? 

What have you found to be some of the best tactics when it 
comes to avoiding the comparison trap? 

In the video, Abby candidly talked about how she compared 
herself to others and felt like she never measured up. She 
wondered how God could have a plan for her. Have you ever felt 
like Abby? What would you say to Abby as an encouragement? 

“When I feel completely out of control 
and begin to doubt that God has any 
control, the Holy Spirit impregnates 
my mind with the truth from Jeremiah 
29:11 that God has not just a plan for 
me but a future too.”
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Overall do you tend to be the first to go or the last to respond 
when it comes to following God’s leading?  How is this response 
reflective of your overall personality and the way God wired you? 

Do you think the invitation to follow Jesus looks the same or 
different in every person’s life? 

Have you ever said “no” to God? If so, what was the outcome? 

In the video, Margaret asks, “Have you ever considered your 
postures when you’re looking for a particular spot? You’re usually 
looking down. And God wants us to keep our eyes on Him and 
finding our delight in Him.” Do you tend to view life as a series of 
destinations or an ongoing journey? Explain. 

Have you ever had a decision to make where you felt like God 
said, “You pick!” If so, describe. 

In what ways is God challenging “You follow me!” right now? Is 
anything stopping you from responding in obedience? Explain. 

“When I find myself doubting 
and questioning everything in 
my future, I am reminded of the 
simple truth: You follow me.”
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deeper walk
Option: Select at least one activity below to complete during the next 
week. 

—On a blank sheet of paper, create a timeline representing your 
spiritual life from the moment you knew God until now. Now place 
marks by special times in your journey when God made Himself real 
to you or called you to something new. Do you see any particular 
patterns? In what ways do you recognize God’s faithfulness in your 
life? 

—Write Psalm 84:2 on an index card and memorize it. Each day this 
week, pray that God confirms the truth of this verse in your own life.  

—Take a spiritual inventory of things God has done for you in the 
past. Make a list of times He’s answered prayer in amazing ways or 
surprised you with His faithfulness. Spend time thanking Him for His 
faithfulness in your life. Remember that the God who leads you also 
provides for you! 
 

interact
Go online to www.margaretfeinberg.com and share a moment when 
you felt God inviting you to follow Him. 

taking it with you
Read chapters 7 & 8 of The Sacred Echo book and work through the 
Getting Ahead section of Session Five before the next gathering. 



session .005
Surrender
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Surrender

for starters 
Write a definition for what you think it means to surrender to God: 

Would you say surrendering to God comes easily to you? Why or 
why not? 

video notes
Matthew 8: 18-22: Following Jesus isn’t easy

Genesis 50:10: Jewish custom of mourning

Real-life story: Michelle & Fred

Luke: No cookie-cutter approach to a surrendered life.  

“Prayer is the place where we 
hand things over to God on 
the deepest of levels, in our 
hearts, where he alone can see 
the exchange. Only after we 
surrender things to God on the 
inside can we truly hand them 
over externally.”
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getting ahead
The idea of needing to surrender may seem strange to consider 
in light of the fact that God has made and owns everything. In 
the boxes below, match up the scripture with the things that God 
owns.  

Bible Passage Things That God Owns
Exodus 19:5 The world and all it contains.
Leviticus 25:23 Whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord’s.
Psalm 24:1 All the earth.
Haggai 2:8 The land.
Romans 14:8 The silver and gold.

How does knowing that God owns everything make it easier or 
harder for you to surrender?

Read Matthew 8:21-22. The disciples’ request to Jesus is 
representative of procrastination. Which areas of your life are you 
most tempted to procrastinate in? 

Do you ever procrastinate spiritually?  

Read Matthew 8:18-20. What do you think Jesus meant when he 
answered the disciple who wanted to follow Him (verse 20)? 

“Surrender asks us to hand 
over not just what we have 
but who we are to God.”
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discussion & study
In the video, Margaret describes prayer as the “altar of 
surrender.” In what ways do you feel prayer invites you to 
surrender things to God? 

In The Sacred Echo book, Margaret tells the story of sharing her 
faith with Bella. Bella told Margaret, “If I prayed with you right 
now, I would be doing it for you, not for me.” How would you have 
responded to Bella if you were in the same situation?

When was the last time you shared your faith with someone? 
What was the response? 

 

Is there anything that stops you from sharing your faith more 
often? 

In The Sacred Echo book, Margaret writes, “Surrender means 
willingly giving something over, while stripping is having 
something taken away. True surrender is not something that 
happens to you; it is something you willingly do.” Can you 
describe a time when you willingly surrendered something in your 
life?  
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Read Psalm 139. As you read, circle any phrases that make you 
want to trust God and surrender more fully to Him. 

Why do you think it’s important to know the One you’re 
surrendering to? 

Why do you think prayer is so crucial when it comes to truly 
surrendering to God? Do you think it’s possible to truly surrender 
to God apart from prayer? 

In the video, Michelle and Fred share how their marriage was 
suffering. Michelle said, “I can’t fix this and just a strong sense of 
my own sin in my life, and just surrender to God.” As Michelle and 
Fred became more involved in growing their faith, Michelle was 
led to reach out to high school girls. What positive results have 
you seen in your own life when you chose to surrender?

In the video Margaret shares a story about serving the poor in 
New York City. How have you grown in your own faith journey by 
serving others in a practical way? 



39

deeper walk
Option: Select at least one activity below to complete during the next 
week. 

—The Sabbath is a day of rest, but it’s also a day of trust as we trust 
that God will provide for us even when we take a full day off. Select a 
day this week to celebrate the Sabbath. As you approach the day, try 
not to be legalistic. If you determine not to use your cell phone on the 
Sabbath, and then you get a flat tire, of course you should call for help! 
A few days after your Sabbath observance, note how God provided for 
you as you trusted and surrendered to Him during that day. 

—Write Mark 10:29-30 on an index card and memorize it. Each day 
this week, pray that God confirms the truth of those verses in your own 
life.   

—In this lesson, Margaret tells the story of two friends. Mike started 
the Junky Car Club and Shane began community development work 
in Africa. To find ways that you can be involved in service around the 
world, visit www.rightnow.org. 

interact
Go online to www.margaretfeinberg.com and find out ways that people 
are defending the poor and those who cannot defend themselves. 
Share ways that you’re making a difference right in your own family, 
neighborhood, church, workplace or community 

taking it with you
Read chapters 9 & 10 plus awakened of The Sacred Echo book and 
work through the Getting Ahead section of Session Six before the next 
gathering.

“Whether in prayer or daily 
life, surrendering to God 
exposes a paradoxical 
truth: No matter what we 
give up, we are given so 
much more.”



session .006
Bring Them to Me
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Bring Them to Me

for starters
If you could ask God only one question, what would you ask Him? 

Do you have any questions that you’re hesitant or afraid to ask 
God?

video notes
Mark 9:19-29: Prayer heals a boy.

Real-life story: Bethany

Does what I heard line up with Scripture? 

Does what I heard line up with wise counsel? 

“Bring them to me. Those words 
take the focus off the pain, the 
horror, and the loss and invite me to 
shift my focus back to Jesus.”
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Does what I heard leave me with a sense of peace? 

Isaiah 9:6: Prince of Peace 

Ephesians 2:14: Jesus as our peace

Philippians 4:7:  Peace of God

Is what I heard blanketed in love? 

getting ahead
Read Mark 9:14-29. What are some of the lessons you see in this 
story? Which are the most meaningful to you? 
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In Mark 9:20, they brought the boy to Jesus. But he was not the 
only one brought to Jesus. Look up each passage below and 
identify who was brought to Jesus as well as the result: 

Scripture           Who Was Brought to Jesus                  Result
 

Matthew 4:24

Luke 5:18-25     

Luke 18:35-43

discussion & study
In the video, Margaret says, “Sometimes it feels like I’m asking 
God a million ‘Why’ questions, why doesn’t He intervene, why 
doesn’t He act, why does He allows good things to happen to bad 
people and bad things to happen to good people?” Make a list of 
five “Why” questions you’ve asked God. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Have you taken all of your “Why” questions to God? Did you ever 
get any sort of response to any of them? 

In the video, Margaret says, “All too often, people are hesitant to 
bring their doubts and fears to God, afraid that if they get really 
gut honest with God that he’ll get mad or withdrawal. But I believe 
God is bigger than our doubts and questions. I believe that God 
is strong enough to take it. That he invites us to call out to him—
because when we do, we place the burden on him. And in those 
moments, sometimes God even speaks to us.” In what ways do 
you agree with this statement? Disagree?

Are there any situations you’ve seen or found yourself in that you 
don’t feel like you can bring to God?

Margaret says that sometimes when we don’t ask God our 
toughest questions, we end up drawing lines with God 
suggesting, “You can go here, but no further in my life.” Have you 
drawn any lines in your relationship with God? 

“God doesn’t want a surface, 
shallow relationship. He doesn’t 
want to be mere acquaintances. 
He wants to sort through the 
muck and mire that comes with 
any meaningful relationship.”
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What steps do you need to take to erase the lines you’ve drawn? 

Read Revelation 22:1-2. When you think about the river that runs 
through heaven, who do you look forward to seeing on its banks? 

When you feel like God has spoken to you, how do you know that 
it’s God? 

In the video, Margaret gave some guidelines in recognizing God’s 
voice in our lives. 

Does what I heard line up with Scripture? 
Does what I heard line up with wise counsel? 
Does what I heard leave me with a sense of peace? 
Is what I heard blanketed in love?

Which of these questions are you most likely to consider when 
you’re trying to figure out whether or not God has spoken to you? 
Which ones do you tend to whiz by or not consider as much?   

“At those times of unexplainable 
loss and pain, the words of God 
are what get me through. I find 
strength in the foundational 
Scriptures of my faith and cling 
to these sacred echoes I know 
to be true until the storm ends.”
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In the video, Bethany talked about her breast cancer diagnosis and 
treatment. In talking about her prayer life she said, “It wasn’t until after 
I got through some of the worst times that I really started to look back 
and see how God had answered prayers. If the cancer ever does come 
back, I still know that God is in control and I still know that there will be 
a purpose in that. And I just have to trust Him in the process.”

How have situations or circumstances in your life changed how 
you pray? 

As you reflect on this study and The Sacred Echo book, circle the 
echoes Margaret wrote or spoke about that you feel resonating in 
your own life?  

I Love You

Sing It Again

How Long?

Read It Again

You Follow Me

If You Don’t Wear Your Crown

Surrender

Take Care of My People

Bring Them to Me

You Are Not Alone

What sacred echoes have you recognized in your own life during 
this study? 

In what ways are you better able to recognize God’s voice in your 
life? 
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deeper walk
Option: Select at least one activity below to complete during the next 
week. 

—One way we can challenge others to grow in their faith is to share 
what God has been doing in our life. Pick at least one person this 
week to share what you’ve been learning during this study and how 
you’re growing in your faith. As a bonus, consider emailing Margaret at 
margaret@margaretfeinberg.com to let her know what God has been 
speaking to your heart.

—Write John 10:14-15 on an index card and memorize it. Each day 
this week, pray that God reveals Himself to you in these verses. 

—Since the first printing of The Sacred Echo, Margaret shared that 
readers have been making little handwritten notes in the front of the 
book of things they’ve learned about God, then passing the book along 
to someone else. Consider giving your copy of The Sacred Echo to 
someone you really care about. 

interact
Go online to www.margaretfeinberg.com and post what you’ve enjoyed 
most about The Sacred Echo study and how you’ve grown spiritually. 
Connect with others who are participating in the same study around 
the country. 

taking it with you
Remember that listening for God’s voice is one of the greatest joys of 
being in relationship with Him. Don’t be afraid to share your experience 
in this Bible study with others. If you know someone struggling to hear 
from God or hungry to know more of Him, encourage them to pick up a 
copy of The Sacred Echo book or maybe even give them your copy.
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More Video Resources from
For over 25 years Bluefish TV has been creating video resources to engage audiences with 
spiritual truths. As a non-profit ministry, our goal is to create videos to help you teach. Over 
90,000 churches have turned to Bluefish TV for their video teaching needs. It’s our privilege 
to serve God and serve the church by creating these video resources.

Here are some additional resources from Bluefish TV.        
Check out www.bluefishtv.com for video previews and to order these for your ministry.

SMALL GROUP RESOURCES 

Choices; Impact; Dreams & Advance featuring Erwin McManus 
4 Individual DVDs 
Includes: DVD video sessions, discussion booklets 
$12.99 each

Free Market Jesus featuring Donald Miller 
How Our View of Culture Shapes Our View of the Gospel 
Includes: DVD with 4 video sessions, discussion booklet 
$29.99

Joshua featuring Todd Phillips   
Live Courageously in the World by Walking Humbly With the Lord 
Includes: DVD with 4 video sessions, discussion booklet 
$29.99

Parenting Your Teenager with Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott 
A Biblical Look at Parenting 
Includes: 4 DVD Set, 6-session Leader’s Guide, 10 Workbooks, Promotional Poster 
$199.99 – online for $159.99

The Organic God with Margaret Feinberg 
A video-driven Bible study on Margaret Feinbergs’s new book, “The Organic God.” 
Includes 3 DVDs, a Leader’s Guide, 6 Workbooks, and a copy of “The Organic God” book 
$179.99 - online for $149.99

Parenting: The Early Years with Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott 
A 6-session video Bible study curriculum for parents of young children. 
Includes 6 DVDs, 6 Workbooks, 100 page Leader’s Guide, and a copy of the Parrotts’ new 
book “The Parent You Want to Be.” 
$249.99 - online for $199.99
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YOUTH MINISTRY RESOURCES 

Choose with Marcus Goodloe 
A 4-Session Bible Study for Teenagers 
Includes: 2 DVDs, 4-session Leader’s Guide 
$74.99 – online for $67.99

Friends with Sean McDowell 
A 4-Session Bible Study for Teenagers 
Includes: 2 DVDs, 4-session Leader’s Guide 
$74.99 – online for $67.99

Paul in Rome with David Nasser 
A 4-Session Bible Study for Teenagers 
Includes: 2 DVDs, 4-session Leader’s Guide 
$74.99 – online for $67.99

I AM Getting to Know God with David Nasser 
A 4-Part Video-Driven Bible Study for Youth Groups 
Includes: 2 DVDs, 4-session Leader’s Guide 
$74.99 – online for $67.99

Sex. Dating. with Hayley and Michael DiMarco 
A 4-Part Video-Driven Bible Study for Youth Groups 
Includes: 2 DVDs, 4-session Leader’s Guide 
$74.99 – online for $67.99

PREVIEW THE VIDEOS AND LESSONS AT





includes: 3 DVDs, a Leader’s Guide,
6 Workbooks, and a copy of

“the Organic God” book

shot on location in Alaska
a 6-session video-driven Bible study

Visit to preview and order today
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